
 

WARNER, DOUGLAS STEWART 

 Nationality: United Kingdom  

Rank: Private  

Army Service Corps  335th Motor Transport  Company. attached. XIII Corps Heavy Artillery  

Date of Death: 04/11/1918  

Service No: DM2/151518  

He was born in Alton in Hampshire and enlisted there. Douglas Stewart Warner was born on 10 April 1892 and 

baptised on 5 June at the Normandy Street Independent Chapel. He was the second son of William and Louisa 

Warner. The year before Douglas’ birth, William, a widower, was living in Bow Street with his son and 

daughter, mother-in-law and sister-in-law. The latter, [Laura] Louisa Steer, was acting as housekeeper. A few 

months after the census was taken, William and Louisa went to London and married. The reason that they did 

not do this locally was that William was marrying his dead wife’s sister and this was forbidden by the Church - 

so they went somewhere where they were not known. 

Douglas’ father, William, had been born in Alton to Isaac and Martha Warner of Tanhouse Lane. Isaac was a 

house painter. By 1867, he had set up his own business and he later moved to 81 High Street where he was 

described as ‘plumber, painter and house decorator’ and ‘plumber, glazier, gasfitter and paperhanger’. The firm 

became known as ‘Isaac Warner & Sons, sanitary plumbers, painters, glaziers, house decorators, hot and cold 

water engineers’ when his sons, including William, joined him. After Isaac died in 1892, William seems to have 

moved to the High Street. It seems likely that Douglas may have followed into the family business. 

Although he enlisted in Alton on the 3rd January 1916, his residence is given as Rowhedge, as this was where 

his wife came from . He served in France & Flanders. He was 8 years old at the time of the 1901 Census, which 

shows many of his family living in Alton, including his father, William. His cousin, Francis, who was the son of 

William's younger brother, Alfred & his wife Fanny, are also living there. Francis was unfortunately killed in 

WW2. (see below).  

Douglas Warner married Jessie Agnes Mills, aged 27, at All Saints  in Alton on 26 February 1918. She was said 

to be the daughter of Edward Mills deceased, farmer. Her address was given as Queens Road, Alton, but that 

was the address of his parents (47 Queens Road). The 1901 Census for East Donyland shows Jessie aged 12 

born  & living there with her mother Harriett. Her father, Edward at the time of the census was a farm carter 

aged 45. There was also a sister Daisy aged 8 born in Langenhoe but living with the others at East Donyland. 

Daisy died aged 83 in 1976 & her mother, Harriett aged 86 in 1937. they are both buried in East Donyland 

Cemetery. Jessie's resting place is not known. 

The unsung heroes of the British Army in the Great War - the ASC, "Ally Sloper's Cavalry "- were the men who 

operated the transport. Soldiers can not fight without food, equipment and ammunition. In the Great War, the 

vast majority of this tonnage, supplying a vast army on many fronts, was fetched from England. Using horsed 

and motor vehicles, railways and waterways, the ASC performed prodigious feats of logistics and were one of 

the great strengths of organisation by which the war was won.  



The 335 Company ASC was formed in March 1915. It was the Ammunition Column for 14th Brigade Royal 

Garrison Artillery. Later it came under under XIII Corps Heavy Artillery. The Company was a Motor Transport 

Company, also called Ammunition Parks, which operated dumps, or stores, of ammunition. This included the 

larger calibres of artillery shells, which required special handling equipment, smaller shells, mortar rounds, 

grenades and small arms ammunition too. As the war had progressed the tonnages of materials to be handled 

had outgrown the supply of horses and men, which were limited. Thus many mechanised units such as 335 

Company were formed using trucks. The transport of ammunition over the war torn terrain was an extremely 

hazardous venture. Douglas was an excellent driver according to his CO, Major Armstrong, who noted in his 

letter that Douglas had been keen to stay in the Army such that he did not report sick soon enough when first 

sick. As a result Douglas died of influenza and pneumonia.  

 

Douglas was entitled to the War & victory medals.  

 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: I. F. 16. Cemetery: ROISEL 

COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION 



 

Roisel town was occupied by British troops in April, 1917, and evacuated after a strong defence by the 66th 

(East Lancashire) Division in the evening of the 22nd March, 1918. It was retaken in the following September. 

Roisel Communal Cemetery Extension was begun by German troops, who buried immediately to the North of 

the Communal Cemetery. It was developed in October and November, 1918, by the 41st, 48th, 53rd and 58th 

Casualty Clearing Stations, and it was completed after the Armistice by the concentration of British and German 

graves from the country North, East and South of Roisel. There are now 877, 1914-18 war casualties 

commemorated in this site. Of these, 120 are unidentified and special memorials are erected to 12 soldiers from 

the United Kingdom and one from Australia who are known or believed to be buried among them. Other special 

memorials record the names of two soldiers from the United Kingdom, buried in other cemeteries, whose graves 

could not be found on concentration. The graves of 88 soldiers of the United States Army buried here in 

October, 1918, have been removed to another cemetery. There are also 514, German Foreign Nationals 

commemorated in this site. The cemetery covers an area of 6,010 square metres and is enclosed by a rubble wall 

on three sides. The following were among the burial grounds from which British graves were removed to the 

Extension:- BERNES CHURCHYARD, in which 49 soldiers of the 46th (North Midland) Division and the 

Royal Field Artillery were buried in September, 1918; and the GERMAN EXTENSION, in which one soldier 

from the United Kingdom was buried in September, 1917. HESBECOURT COMMUNAL CEMETERY 

EXTENSION, in which 35 Australian soldiers and 28 from the United Kingdom were buried by the 59th (North 

Midland) Division in April, 1917, and by Australian units in September and October, 1918. L'ABBAYE 

GERMAN CEMETERY, VERMAND, between the village of Vermand and the hamlet of Villecholles, which 

contained the graves of 300 German soldiers and ten from the United Kingdom and one from Canada who fell in 

April and May, 1917. ROISEL CHURCHYARD, in which one R.F.C officer was buried in August, 1916. 

VERMAND COMMUNAL CEMETERY GERMAN EXTENSION, in which seven soldiers from the United 

Kingdom were buried by the enemy in March and April, 1918. No. of Identified Casualties: 1081 

Douglas’ death is also recorded in Alton - in the Cemetery. The family stone gives the following details:-    

Warner Grave died 

William Warner 82 26/2/1927 born 16/9/1844 

Douglas Stuart Warner 26 4/11/1918 interred at Roisel, France born 10/4/1892 

Laura Louisa Warner 94 2/10/1946 mother of Douglas Stuart born 22/8/1852. 

************************************************* 

His cousin was killed in World War 2 :-  WARNER, FRANCIS ALEX  

 Flight Lieutenant in the Royal Air Force, Service No: 35340  



 Aged 42 Date of Death: 14/04/1941  

Additional information: Husband of Eva Minnie Warner, of Wolverhampton. 

Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: Plot 7. Grave 13131. 
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